| /# - - From: Anne Finnie-

The following letterlreproduéed from therggngrgft Library,is
a statement in Louis Sloss' handwriting, datéd Augﬁst iO,'1886. about
three years after he bought the SanRafaelpropéfty;édjaéenﬁ tp’thef
Gerstles. The AlaskarCommeréial Co.‘df‘whiéh{hé waéyoné df fhéAfogndérs

and first President, is simply mentiOﬁﬁdibyuhimfas;fpllbwsiﬂ”We got into /7

/

ourfpresénx;busingss,inf18§7gff*;f i
e Sl e e Y \
The small Franconian village of Unterreisenheim where Louis Sloss —

was born ja situated,on"the‘banks;ofgthefmaln;Rlver~on the road Between

wurzburgJahdiSéﬁWéidfﬁrtﬁinfthé;miﬂdléjgf;fgrmgfields,and vineyards. The

population of7586’¢6ﬁ$istedfalmdétf§n%iré;yfo‘*p asants, farmers and
vineyard owners.

. His parents, Laura and Laza rus were lower class working people,

who like all the Jewish villagers of their day had no civil liberties.

Théy”wéfgzhétféii,ﬁ§d7fdiliﬁéﬁﬁhérg¥fhé

qchﬁsey?hﬂ“ﬁeréfreQQired.to pay

epecial taxes and yearly protection

~ His father Lazarus had only the rudiments of secular learning and

- the Torah. He died when Louis ®as four. His mother died when he was ten 2

55ﬂ§ ¥¥ ié‘?iz‘hﬂ*#ﬁé §éif§§uppor§ingf”ap§rén 'ée ‘6fifgénega; gtbregr;f

=

rords, #he had nothing *
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to lose in coming.” After a year in Louisville he went to
Maxwell, Kentucky to look up. an older brother, Abrahdm. "Louis, he said,
I don't know what I'm going to do with you. There is nothing for you
nere in my business and I don't really know where you shbuld go. By
now ghis country is all filled up." Louis stayed there a few years in
merchandizing. The slave state of Kentucky was not what he}had hoped to

find in the new world. "Either the town got too small for me", he said,
He was then 26 years of age.
"or I got too big for it.z4 It was the autumn of '49. People everywhere

were talking about the success of the Marshall discoveries in California.
Louis secured himself a place on the Turner and AlleniPioneer Traiﬁ:if

a cost of $200, all provisionssincluded; i Q;ESdue to leave in March

from St. Jo, Missouri.(gne of the leading outfitting places for the cen-

tral averland rou;;j>~ Before travelling 20 days,cholera broke out all

i
4

along the emigratidh‘line;(iffe wagons were‘overfﬁdeﬂ and the preparations

inadequate. One of_the passengers;Louis discovered.was the son of a

family whose'homestéad he héd:viéiﬁed}in‘Mackville'Kentucky. -~ Dr.

Richard_Hayes McDonald./ He and~16uis\and*a Mr. Swift decided to leave .
the Wagon Train and pack to Californié.'They took six horses,lkn'three 

for riding and three for packing.(One was & white French pony belbnging’

tb EcDonald. named "White Cloud}.‘

The hardships they ehcountered:éreﬁ7j ,
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well documented in history. Louis did not know how to swim and in

‘<-J¢rossingfthe Soﬁﬁh P;atte:had' Qﬁholdfgn;to:qfé;éf the horses. They -

passedfthrdhgh,many_Indian;villages and witnessed their ques of living.




