FRANK H. SLOSS
"70 MC conmcx LANE
'ATHERTON. CALIFORNIA 94025

»December 22, 1984

»Dear,Jim:
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I heve your “lett er, and I am able to enswer one
; of your quegtlonq fully and . the other in part«i.

;AYes, the - prescent Alacka Commercial eompany 1ndeed
exists, and.I supvose it has as good a right totuse . 0
the name gz anyone could under thevclrcumotanceq. ~Here's
*hp story: Sk : :

“As you!l know, the Northern Commercial Comnany,
Consisting of = group of former employees headed by
Volney - nlc“mon‘,’bovght the 4.C.Co.'s commercial

" business in the: American and Cansdian Yukon in 1922

and. became in effect’ its authorigzed quccasqor.{”ln
194O{Norther“-,qmmer01al also bought the A.C.Co%'s
last remaining vosts outside the Yukon Valley % tho
g% Tutech ”arbbr énéd Unalaska. Thereunon, the™ Alac
Commercial Company 'was liouidated 2nd legally dlosolved
Although I took Bart in *hst transaction, I ﬁon v ]
remember whetheér:the right to the name of the Q,C.uo. ,
was included in fhe Form 11 transfer to Worthﬂrn Commer01al,
o but I'm . /& ‘the¥ ecould have had it if they’ had asked
for ik, Juqt:ac %huy had acouired the name Northern
Jommor01al in 1922 Lrom the-earlier A.C.Co." subsid iary
of.. the. am h they acruired its agsetgiia s

PJ 1077 Nnr*bern Commercial, then headed by Volnev

1chmond Jr. and 5t1i171 “ovmed bV its original famllles,
was‘reuqy For 71quldnt10n in its turn.” It 'sold $15"
three largest department atores -- those in Ancnorqge,
' Fairbanks and Kenai -~ to Nordstrom's. It had ‘also .
. gone into the heavy machlnerv*dl stribution . bHQ1ne§S,u
and it .solds thatubusiness, - W1th the right to the' No
Commercizl name,” to the Skinner Corporation. . That 1
the o0ld Forthern Commercial owners with eleven smallj
Joutlglng store ”“fo”‘wnlch they had to use a differen
- name.  For this .purpose they revived the 0ld Alaska
. Commercial. name,‘wnlﬂh struck BEX me 2t the time as.
Titting aentlmppuql gesture.. . They then old;thoae
stores to'as native’ corporatlon, CEJC ?AuFa,
: ”sub31dlary of”the -Communi ty 2
-Corp ! : ine




erhpne a grand B jury.

: “had ito ‘decline on the groung
that he,was not’eligible as he'had never - gotten ‘around
to-completlng*hls naturallzatlon though he ‘had taken

out his first papers years before and filly 1ntended:
to become & 01‘1zen. ‘The man to whom he. confessed this
‘rebuked him, and told him he ought to go to court
at once $§ stralghten his status out. He answered
“that he would .Be’ embarrncqed +o sppear in court in
Sacramento, where he was well xnown, and confess his
‘neglect in the matter The friend then suggested that
‘he go to San ran01sco and have it done in the federal
. court there, which had jurisdiction over Sacramento
restdents, although the Son Trancisco stzte court would
not hsve had; and that's what he did.  Now, dhis
anecdote, 1ch.mv f~ther recslled, became uqeful in
-the late 1920 8, w%(‘ i+ became necessary to produce
documentary nroo; of hig citizenship. But for the

. story, one would have looked at the court records

in Sacramento:without success, but the snecdote led
.straight to.the S=n rcrﬂ*cco federal records, which
.had eqCane& des tructlon in 1905 and there 1t w“s.‘

: There's ano*her phace of the story that you

. might like. TIn the rsme irnvestigation, it was also

. necessary to vrove the marriage of Louis =nd Sarsh

i 8loga. . This recuired letters to Phllddelbhla, which

were finally successfully anaswered but the delays were
awkwar. meanWhl}v, my brotkher had a brilliant in- ;
spiration. We could prove the marriage by the. af?ldav1t
“of an eye-vmtnes nd we had one, although the marriage.
f,hﬁu occurred in 1855, and this was around 1928, < Yes -
“Aunt Hannah, vour,ﬁrea+—rrqnﬂ:o+n@r, then around 90,

'ﬁ~lbut ‘elear a= 2 bell. She gave her affidavit, end iy

wags accepted’ w1thout having to awa 2lt the documen+ from'"
Phllsfelnhla. . ‘ ‘Mv

} Well in view of aTl that it's unthlnkable that

Lew1s Gers+le would not have bnen naturalized, end.

e rgcordAshnuld be aveilable -- but it too guqt mlght y
n‘the federal archlves here ra+her Tnan 1n qﬂcramento.

;1Iﬁ fact t00 much. Foré zive me for running
Elly. joins in- warmpst greetlngs to you and Liz.




P.5.0 It just occurred to me thet of course both
Sloss and Gerstle must have been naturalized,

as the 1870 Act of Congress authorizing the sesl
lease expressly provided that no one who was not

an American citizen could participate. Now, this

may cause you to wonder how Cazptein Niebaum could
-qualify, as he hed not been in the United States

long enough to be naturalized. The answer is that

the treaty for th- purchase of Alsska gave resident
of Alaska the choice of retzining their Russian

allegiance of becoming American -Citizene, and

" Niebsum elected to become .an Americen,
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