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"'liear Jim:

_ f heve .,/ )1rr 1+ tte r,
of your eu.sstions ful.ly

. , 
Yes, tlig 'o.erlent .Alaska Coni,.,er.ciaI Oompany indeedexists, anri f supDose it has as got)d a right;; 

"*"---the na;ne a.s anrone coul,i un.ie:: tjie "c:-r.c'.*il;;;sl'''Heretthe s-hory:

t-.::
, : ,3 I

'1;"

ll
a.nd. I am abl-e tc aflswer one

anrl the other 1n part."

A.s you gnorvr tf:., Iic:.thern ,lonnez.clal Con_oely,consi-sti.ng of e-'grouo of f orner e:i:nloyees heoa"?"iyYolne-',' Sicl:ruonrl ,'-bcu.ght the h.c.co. ' s," corx-,nercla.I' business 1n :tlie,.American anrr canr;.cian yukon ii"igzz,and bees:ue ln effect its authcrized successor.,-',.fn19+o}io:'the:'nTc*rrnerc1a,}a1sobcuqht{i,ea.i.ioii-
last i'enaining iosts o.r:tside the yrrkon yaiiay;l-tfroo*
at'}rtchilarbor.endLna1aska.Thereuaon,t'b'A};;k;,
Conmereial Conpanlr,'was licuiriateri anil Iegail; ji,r=oirr"a.
remenber ,';i-el;her .-ilie ^ri;h! to rhe "r"* 

-oi 
t-n--i,i.co.rras incruded tn ilhe fo:na} transfer to No:^tii":ri:a;r"Jrcia.l,hut I'rn . ,;e -iher coulC i.o,r" had it if t;;;"h;d";;ildfcr 1tr. jyst,a,o *},'y hai aco.ili: e.' th; n"ne l,,orther:rf;onnercial in lgAZ lrom the eartier i.C.eo. niUiiriarycf the sEme name.-i,.r,,.aei:l ilre:r ilc.:uif,ed its assets. i{; " -'.'',:,

_* ^rII-, *97l..] l\orthprn Cc:n-ne:-c i.a1, . the:-: hearied by Volney:1cn-rn?ri':I, {r. lfS.1]ii1 o.,,ler1 by it" ori.g:_na1 flniiiu=,'ivas rea,iy f cr 1i'quication in it; turn. rt *oratft=::
thr": largest rrenart,.nent sto:'es -- those :-rr" aneiro"Jr"Tairba.r:ks anr:1 Kenal to lro:'rl strora , s . r[ irJn ]ai;;"" ' ,r ,

gcne int'o the. liea-';,r maehinerrr riist::ibuti;; i]":ii"=". - :

and it sot-c that*rrrusj.ness, 
. 
rriu, tir;-;i;hi"t"-til, fiIitiru,-" ,,]bnnercial name,.,to the likinner corooru-il_o"..'li;";-iJft,. , , .the ol-'3 i'lortnerc conuie:.ciar olvners vriiir Jr"rr";;-u*"ri" ,:;, .,:,

-?yJli'i"g stoSes,'fc:' wlricrr tirey had to use a different
lame. For this nurinose thry revived the o1C Ai;;k;Y:-:.. ,,,.,., .'

!o:l*ne:'cie.1 nener'which struck I&(X:te at tire ti:ae a,s a,.,,',,, ,.'
fitti-ng.sentlrnental gesture. , ?hey then -.ia-trrl=;" * , -.' ,,'

sto'es to z narive 
"orpo:.ation, cET,c sAi.Dil i$b^.'."6,a subs:-diar-rr of : the ioi""": ;y- i1i;;*"i-J."r;";i;#-ft, :.,,,,.,1,',...,,,,',

' corci- of Alaska.;, e oing pB.cini,q5,.,pq. Ar=;kg.:g;-d"'Ji"i 
"cl;.;,.,,,iir,, so 'the- }i*u- of corporrte agsq+i,tii--"=i"ri:.;ffi;:il[,ii,q,,:.:,,.,,,i1,,:,;1,,.your shirt has a resn;ieta.br-e -c'ri-'gin. wear it w-ith--prlae, ,;',,-
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r.r;,;n .,;ld'ti*roif y ,,anecCote ,' ?:! 
I sone .,time in the ,late ', . , ,-.',,itj:6il."of ,iirl";b;;t;, ffiIlrexffiwfffiffi while rhp rya'1': :' ;

:.,sti11,:liv:ingl,i';-S**"riiunto ;, T,ouis $1oss was *skbri to
i,,.n6ii!' o;:"of;u'.ir:ublie,body''l'rlerhans a granrS .{6 iury.'
,' E;';;*"u*i""iin***;tr,he",hac to 'iicline on the' groun{-

ts he had never gotten a'rounrl;:,,:that ,he was not eligibl-e ' t:...ioi"o*preii"i-r'isno]tu.ra11zati'on,thoughhehar1taken
'. ii*-[l-]-ri"=Y l;;;e;; vears bef ore an'l fu]lv intenrierl
:;,r to becoge a:"iii?"";'," tt u man to vrl:on he' confessed this

'rebuked himr-"rra told him he ought to go- to court-;
;;";;; I[ lt;;ightgn his status out' He artswered
thst he woli.id be"erabarre.ssed to enpoar in eor-rrt in.
.il.."r*utibl--rirere he \1'3s-we11 h:o'r'ryr' a::d confese his
neslect in trre-mr.tt"r. the f:'ieni then sugffsted -thai
il;";;"io*ir" Fra;icisco and have it done in the feaera,]

.. court there, iririeir f:a.O jurisd1ction over S:?erenento
::ei*dents, i.finorrgh the fl',n Trar.rcisco state cou,t woul6'

noi have ha,1 ; anrl that": ivhat he did' IIow' this-
ar-recitote, *rri"il-*v f..ihe;' ,.ggplferl , beeame usefui in
the late 1910;;, iuLn it bece.rle n€cessary t2 P.roduce
do"',*ut,it;i-1r";;r or irie citizer::hip' Eut foruhe
stor;;r, one "ob"i'i-have looke6 at the court 'er:orrls '

in qq cranertio ,'Witiinut succe ss , but tl* anecrlote l.ed
r straight to itre S::n Frenci.sco-federal. l ecollilsr which

ha.,j escaoed iu*t"u*tion ir:, 19061-anrT-there it wt.s!

detail,. ,iUo"t ,l,e'n,i=',Gerstle I s naturaliz-atioti bol
i-;;-["o*:"io"i utit: b:r r,ouis sr951, *1":::'i]if^to

ii--"*;;il';i.nni[-teFai-1ab]e -- b}i it. too. i'',.:t-iigl
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There ,s ariother pha.",e of the story that you- lii:-:i:i't

nighttli;;.- i" u"'. "gme i-nv'esfiqt111:-il-Yt:^]}:" iffiIlI.l. 611 U +r^.u c +

necessary to .rcrove the_mar-r'ia.ge or loui*e er11',-] Saralr :: 
"'"lr':-i":--=lt'r:ii.'l'..

stoss. Thls re,:uj.rr:d lett"i="io-prrii"aiittir:-a, irtiici, , ,. .;,''-,.={txt 
'"

Sl.ogs. This reo.ui-rr':d letters io -i'llLraoerDrl"La; v.irirurr 
,..,',':.11,:ij.E-..:;=

wertr f ina1Iy suece s sf r-rl 1:r an-q"'iered .but. t}?. le]1r,s_were , 
' ...i.it.=,-#f,{errl f1na11y sueCesSirl-i'}./ iir-''-'ii.rsr:" -'*". ":':,1:-i"i-."--- : .:,1..'i.-'..J;::

awkvar:l . Tle*rr',','ti:-. r nY brother had a brillitnt 11: - : " ';"'r=;-J;;
s;rira.tion. :'fe coul-i .orolre in"-"t"".i14e by th9 affidavit ';'i5i''r';-1

.,l ^na ql J-lr,',rrLh the rna.:rr'l aEe :,'.:-:''"=,it;ili:;;-;;-ej'e-rvitnes-qr Brid" '.nre l:{ one, although tI" mP"r'r1age i.],=_::-
ha.c ocei:.rrerl ir-i6ilr Bnd thls 1'ras a.rolmrl 1928'-, I:" - ,,..,,ri,'.I'1',,i;ia1 Oggii:fetl IIJ Lv) ), riLL\ 1 u:ir'l 

_,,'-- _ 
-" ;;-:- .'-;: ,':=:

.{uIt iiannah, vo*" ,'i:reai-arar'L'lrro.tire'' -}f :t-3I""19,9?l u:,=1-;.u,.=
frfit'"iX'a.i''il *"ilri."' ii,,j-eu"o her a,ffidarrit, en$ 1t.=-1',',,-;,'-t:',101i! C te A.f aE i] . us r.t. r )rlE l3a Y ;/ ' ''-- 

:::-r.:.,';:j=,: 1,.L+j:i,:.i:,u"* 
"".*r-*:U 

wiiirout hr,vi-n[ to awatt the doeunent' from 
;;i=:.;=:f;i*Phila-aelphia. , .',..':f.,-,;-,:;.r.:

I ,.rie11, ir. view of al-I th at , i-t ' s. 
, 
unthinkable-_that l.:.;;;iiif*:i:."1

tevris Gerstle y{orld 4o=q ite.ve 
'ii""-tirtr"ui;Hi-;ti 

. . , ::,,.'ii:a;- $LeVliS Gefstle Y{Olild nq! he.ve Seen fril,tlLitP.laze1, 3'rr'(I , ':_-.',a-.i4i.!!r':E
;;;-;-;;H'ii.nnin-beFailable -- b''.li it too. iust -iigi . I=*;1{.i+i;,;E,
be in the fe.i*i"i "."fri"*s here rather than in $acranento' ii.-.,"#,ji;i-ititi+:t*

Enoughl :,,r fn' fa.ct, too mrlelr. Fgi+v*-Tu -I:=^IY"P1:8 
-' 

ii.t;:i#
or, ;oi"^";ii;";iin"*i"lt'az:nest g''eetirigs to y?u and l"',. ,,,'ffi' '.l;l'rI I r-'""r':"
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!.,5. f t just oceurj-ed to rne that of eour.se bothSloss axi furstle r:ust haver been r:ffiuFaTIlEd,
as the l-870 Act of Congress au.thori-zing the se;1Jleaee ex'olless-L;r'Dr'ol"ri.ded. th.;t no one',vho wac not
en .A;nerica:r citlzen corrld r::',.rticina.te. I'[ow, {;}rir
mey cause you to wonder how Csptaln i.jiebaum'cor:ld' qua1ify, a.s he ha.d noi bee:r ln the United States:long enough io be naturaltzed. fhe answer is that

, t|" treaty for th- aurchase of Ala.ska gave reslrlentsof Alz.ska :he cl:oice of ret::ir:irg thei:,Russj-anallegiance of beconing Anericar., .ditizens, ;nd*-
Niebar:m eleeted to beco:rre, .a-r:,lm.e::icen.

'Er IJ +It.

;f,ttt*;.;;, .t 
u,i t.;1,;'!jf 

,ii'1.+i:i'i'i 
i., '-'", ', ',',,;.,;'1l.r+11'"tiffi

' ' ' 'il 
"i;'' 

''i 
-, :' ''' "'":",,,.":,1: :.' .'- ., ..'.;',',-."'i:r.';t.i " ..,:: :';,1 ;-.:,i'.-r1r;;.if,;"t,':r:,i;i3

'' -. ':' 
- 

.: " ..;' .'ti 
t .: ," .,1,

,', :; :' l 1;' .!.iit,,,tJ:ilI,l
, ",. i- ,:.., ;,i:.+, .;i',:J{

ri*i*rxit


