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JOHN F. MILLtrR
Presidettt l87U-1881

CeneraL in Llttited States Army, seraittg with
Grant during the Rebeiliott; ele cted Ll. S. Sinator,

and died in ofi,ce.

GUSTAVE NIEBAUM
President 1902-1908

Captain l{iebaum was coloriuL, stood six t'oot two,
descendant of l/ikittg f 6yfisay5 - an obseraer -a5 |ui s 117-4 lin gu.is t- he s p o k e 7- r e nc h, G er man,
Italiatt, Russian and English - had a reading

kttot,ledge oi seoeral more.

After the purcltase of Alaska he sailed into San
Franciscc.t Bat' u'ith a zta.l11alll, cargo ctf lurs and
%)a! olte oi thi f ounders oi tlte .4lasia Commercial
Company, an actiae participant in its manage-

mettt lor rualty years.
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F'ORMING THE CORPORATION

The firm of Louis Sloss & Co., was originally formed in the early 50s,
and conducted its business in Sacramento until 1860 or 1861, when the
members of the firm moved to San Francisco.

From the organization of the partnership, and for many years after mov-
ing to San Francisco, the members of the firm were: Louis Sloss, Lewis
Gerstle, and Simon Greenewald, who were closely associated in all their
business activities and ventures.

The three became equally interested as stockholders of Alaska Com-
mercial Company, when it was formed, and all of them became active as

executives of the company. Mr. Greenewald's expert knowledge and ex-
perience were applied largely to the performance of important functions
in the selection and purchase of supplies and equipment required for the
Company's many stations in Alaska, as well as for the outfitting of steam-
ers and other vessels. The association and activities mentioned continued
until the death of Mr. Greenewald in 1880, a period of almost thirty years.

On January 31,1868, the Alaska Commercial Company was formed-in-
cluding: Louis Sloss, elected president; Lewis Gerstle, elected vice-presi-
.dent; Simon Greenewald, Hayward M. Hutchinson, Albert Boscowitz,
$7illiam Kohl, A. W'asserman, Gustave Niebaum, and John F. Miller.

In 1870 the A. C. Co., obtained a lease, from the United States, giving
them the exclusive right to take seals on the Pribilof Islands. The larger
two islands were: St. Paul,15 square miles, and St. George, 27 sqtare miles.

Here a kind of seal, bearing a superior grade of fur, congregates yearly
in May and June, for the producing of their young; each October they
swim away, some as far south as the Southern California shore.

{<**

The Alaska Commercial Company took over the assets of the original
company: Hutchinson, Kohl & Co., for the sum of $L,729,000. The assets

consisted of merchandise in Sitka, Kodiak, Karluk, Nushagak, St. Paul
Island, St. George Island, Unalaska, Unga and other mentioned stations

7



.r=
 i: 

S
^s S

 i e 
;;: 

;,!ti =
: 

=
 . r i=

:R
 

.;=
Z

 
i.=

=
=

=
i.- S

 - ;;i 
S

 \ . 
E

=
: A

ra..=
.=

=
i;sE

 
=

?
i i S

* s i.=
;t * iaiii=

=
i'i;ii!j;1 a5; ia=

,i=
;:

-_i i : 
=

 \ "" t 
s i i 

+
 <

 <
 :a :ai?-Z

i =
i r i 

=
 =

i=
 :.; r::t=

;tiE
ipr:=

s ;e;;;?l:! !;=
i fl+

 rE
j ,;igl;:

<
 : i s t S

s i * r 
:=

 
.q ;;;; =

ji€€ -r*i=
r lS

 r;!, ii=
:1

: is :";tS
 lS

 s tS
: ei=

i p: ii=
*;;, 

=
I

a.:s yi{S
-\{ s 

=
:€; ;:iiE

i 
=

"iZ
E

; -'1'=
:;! 

=
 --

sii ists:sr H
E

i; 1i; j j+
i E

sil*=
::i?: :=

.:

7_

-Z-:Z-.:={-s't===-

->

t.



: at:=
 

:; =
.! =

 Z
i. 

=
 =

 i:=
{ 

4,:3 
i=

: 
=

 
=

:*.2 
,i 

i _;';.=
 :

=
 

- 
./,.=

,', 
=

 
i=

 
- 

=
 

.. 
a=

 
-,

___.t=
 

-^=
t,.=

=
rr-u-:j.._- 

-r\7. 
-."v_ 

..2=
=

 
a1=

=
1 

^:=
. 

=
=

 
i 

: =
'riJ 

;=
=

 
7.i 

- /j=
 

: 
J; 

=
 

- L .\ r, 
- .- ..- 

?, =
 Z

 1, i 
..--

-=
- * 

=
=

_-i1 
=

r=
.*z.z+

.-=
, -i:; 

=
;1; 

!t=
!i=

.=
=

<
 

- 
- 

l=
'- 

.- 
=

=
:.i=

 
=

 4? -1=
 

Z
 =

 ! : >
., =

7:a 
=

 
-=

 
-=

.=
 

=
=

'-2 
=

 5_. <
=

;. 
.-=

-i 
=

1.=
1=

-*,=
4 

"i-i.--I 
=

 
c-5=

 
'-=

; 
?:t--.-.!1

a)-- 
--i..,- 

!=
=

<
_- 

riI-:_, 
1,."._=

- 
>

.->
-_

=
 

:=
j 

=
=

 
/ 

: 
: 

._3': 
=

 /=
._ 

- 
=

.: 
-=

 
r'- 

=
 i 

f;x:^
-- 

=
 >

'-- 
=

* 
!_a -u 

--..2'ti,'*;Z
 

2=
-:-i 

7=
-.!i, 

i;;=
 

i=
1i

-- 
- 

| 
=

 
:=

 
: 

i 
=

-'-i 
" 

:-.. =
 

=
 

!x 
::-a 

i 
J=

 
.r<

..r 
-.=

 
- 

ir.- 
-=

 
1

,=
 =

 . =
:.1 - z=

4.:=
i 

>
;=

.r i=
 

=
=

t:.=
 

=
=

. i- 
? =

Z
.i=

,-=
=

-- t -,-=
 

_'=
i 

=
 =

 / ?- 
-.n=

=
Z

 
j=

! 
-:: 

-p 
,=

 
=

: 
! 

1=
,- 

=
 =

: 
=

 _
: 

L 
=

 
>

. 
. 

=
. l'. 

t 
-- 

?. =
 

J =
 

! 
V

 
i, 

- 
p 

co ! 
! 

-. 
I 

- 
.- 

" 
- 

', 
-\ 

! 
- 

=
 

=
 

'- 
': 

=
 

| 
=

 
=

- 1.=
=

=
.;:'^=

Z
 I =

; =
=

.: l2 
-.JlE

 
j=

 
i_T

 
=

.o;'J J ,=
a=

;:=
:

- 
_ 

- 
'-'- 

.t: 
t 

-
-- 

; 
--'=

 
t- 

=
:=

 
-j Z

't',a- 
Z

 !; 
:- rlE

=
 

-.>
'a.=

1, 
3 .'.1 

:'- 
-

=
r r:=

7 =
i=

;;=
=

 i=
;-;i*=

;i 
=

 =
=

r; i =
=

=
 ; :3a:7;J :

i 
i 

=
:=

 
ii'=

i 
J_,'7.1 

.=
 

if 
ii=

 
=

.. 
l: 

lL .a 
>

- -:r--
::-:- 

:,:._.=
=

., 
=

r_=
 

_ "_.-=
 

3 a-.? =
i.a 

.i=
 =

:: 
i::1=

i---
-1=

'=
i=

-! 
!-_ =

"ii:!-;=
=

i 3:7 1:3 *=
=

=
 i '=

aiZ
'=

=
:I=

I 
=

i 
l=

=
=

- 
=

 =
 

-! t 
t: >

>
9=

=
 

-: L r-t-=
.; 

.'' 
! =

 
r.j-- 

J 
',-'- 

'
.=

=
=

:;;i 
i.z7_+

:i'r=
,1:_-: 

-,,J2+
9.;: 

i=
i. 

3 
; j 

:
: .=

i=
=

: 
_ 

r..1=
 =

 i-, 
2.i=

 =
=

i+
 i.;i!=

9 
L-=

 
8=

=
 =

 
i:

=
 

- 
-,.-:_=

 
=

a=
-:>

=
-=

*-!.t?"=
?.=

1?.:j 
.l 1 

^t>
,7.J 

a.:
-.->

=
: 

=
-!ire=

*=
:=

i=
i* 

t3=
:aoE

 
i"' 

?i.r 
a.=

?:
=

 =
 =

 =
=

'=
 - =

 
.2 ". i;i 

2=
 1i =

:'iz=
: i+

 ia;,! 
=

:i. 
-r r.. =

-Z
^- '

.. 
i'' 

=
 =

=
 

..':=
 : t i=

--,2=
 

>
 -: 

..E
 X

 i=
; 

o- - ci 
3 i,'=

 >
z-'- 

!
---'- 

" 
'r--aa'---,Z

a=
?=

=
 

,?.2.:!-'=
a 

c=
- 

-!: 
t

tj:-.=
=

=
:: 

i=
=

it-;;2aii.=
-=

i 
LsE

i*j.=
 

?;,2 ti" 
*7=

 
Z

=
:::ii-=

: 
':ie=

;r>
:E

.;72=
=

=
 

fr=
y,:=

-e 
-d:=

 
'L :u-a 

!-
=

-=
r:-:-, 

-):--tj--i-i::a=
::=

::=
=

: 
=

l* 
:; 

:=
: 

;a
j r;+

=
-1 =

=
 I +

-1; g f:112i=
=

q t ..=
E

I, - 
{'A

i ?'<
 

)-r 
=

.r'
=

=
-_t,t2..t_=

.=
;; -;riiizls 

i+
eiE

iirE
:zi=

 =
 

<
 

=
=

=
=

-._=
=

 -t'h E
o,:E

d.:.:,iitse t=
bigF

+
F

 
E

E
;: =

^ 
i 

=
-:.

-:--:-r^--

=
 -;.=

=
-.=

'.!=
-=

:3i'F
,=

{:;.8€:=
:'.4?=

.I}r 
i-, 

}>
J 

j 
=

-=
li=

i1=
1 

<
ii_=

'ti:ril! 
(sI* ; fi B

 tr;3,i s::5 51 
i 

,:
j?';.;.r;.=

=
 !;;=

=
;2izi.E

I; 
_qE

diiIs *:* 
a 

a i
:=

I 
.=

=
:

- - ; 
-._-.; =

,=
.=

i !*.* 
lr (: t- 

a iE
.: ai 

i=
E

s E
 

E
-- j ! =

 :,=
,.

- 
-.- 

=
 i- 

-"-d 
o-l - 

ci e 
) 

e 'i: 
) 

! 
tJr-: 

<
t cd -' 

- 
l=

 
i: 

- 
- 

-

=
i=

 
i' 

=
K

=
=

 ;-=
:-:;t=

iI 
l=

"' 
3=

'i -ii2 
*,=

u-.- 
+

':!-1.2..
i =

=
 r 

=
 r'=

=
- =

 ,i:=
r:=

=
 i:; 

g I s i+
 ii!.!;fE

 E
; iroira2:=

=
=

=
- 

=
=

=
:::=

.::":E
2.I=

5{5 
E

}=
 

o..!? 
L_?.ci 

-=
::=

 
=

.:.
1 =

=
1 -=

=
' =

=
=

i\=
"=

 e:;=
 i>

i 
:* ai;*=

 
:3S

 f: 
=

;: rZ
!=

-=
: ; 1=

 ;-n iii:=
i*: ig p2;sti Z

=
ali*: !::=

: ; 
Z

r=
i =

j =
:

=
 : :=

 :=
a11=

 =
i27: +

r4i:=
:i i'i;:;: 

iz'=
":, i?;1:i i=

=
r=

=
i 

1::1:=
=

':=
"=

, 
]-f !:=

;5=
 

=
?"'27.]f F

 =
j.f,i=

 
a=

7=
",-".=

: =
 ;1 

i-. 
=

 _=
: =

ii-:n.a;-^'l 
;=

 
rr,-=

=
 y)l 

j.\3 ;=
. 

=
:i 

ra=
=

:=
--=

=
- !-'':-2:=

.=
.ai=

=
i=

=
=

i 
j:.ii.=

i 
Z

-'^=
i: 

!=
4i ^=

=
.=

: : =
=

 =
- 

- 
|

- 
r=

.i 
-=

=
4.,-r'=

=
 

i=
':t'j;=

=
'J 

- 
=

l=
"r. 

l.:- 
=

:2';-l 
=

=
i.'i=

-'-;'=
.=

.!'_ 
_l =

=
, !:=

=
 

=
i >

=
 l:=

 
!,. J : 

=
 :_i:,: 

=
€.:'-: ; 

. -=
=

? i=
 t=

!:
=

 -.- =
 <

 =
 ; - ; --a ..-.:- ? - =

---:: 1=
.1=

 2-=
 ?=

 -:=
 

2 =
Z

l | -, 2a : - :Z
 =

- 
-

=
 =

 =
=

 
=

=
 Z

.: r.. =
=

 ! =
 =

 j j=
=

:_i 
- =

 =
.: =

=
._: - j: 

:2+
 - .:=

-;__ 
.=

 _=



nl



JOHN PARROTT
1810 _ 1884

An earll stockholder in the AlatLa Cornmercial Corn-
pany; mercbant and. banher. In 1852 he built the

granite building at the corner of California ancl
ATottlgomery slt'eetJ iu Satt Frattc)sco.

CHARLES AUGUSTUS WILLIAMS
An early stocAholder, tt'ho resided in Honolala from
1866 to 1873. He uas in tbe whaling business ancl

sent trad)ng aessels to lapatt. Originally he was

lroru Neu London, Connecticttl.
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MINUTES OI.- MEETII{GS

The minutes of the meetings of boards of directors usually are pretty
dry reading, especially to non-participants. None who read these lines

could have been present at the meetings listed herein; ancestors or other
relatives were there. The minuies found in the record are not particularly
verbose; rather they are bare of all but the facts. Here are some of the

early minutes:

The first meetinq of the "Trustees" of the Alaska Commercial Com-

pan\' \\ as held October 19. 1868. at 12i Sacramento Street, San Francisco.

Presenr: Louis Sloss. Leu-is Gerstle, Y/illiam Kohl, Simon Greenewald,

1.. Vassermann, and Leopold Boscos.itz. Louis Sloss rvas elected presi-
dent, and Lewis Gerstle, vice-president.

trt was resolved to negotiate with Hutchinson, Kohl * Company for the

purchase of their business: stock-in-trade, stations, trading posts, vessels

and whatever they might possess of the business of the old Russian-Amer-

ican Fur Company in Alaska.

The "Trustees" \\'ere advised that the buildings, merchandise, etc., on

the islands of St. Paul and St. George were the property of Hutchinson,
Kohl & Company and \7illiams, Haven & Morgan of New London, Con-

necticut. The "Trustees" didn't waste time, for two days later the minutes

record purchase for $1]29,000. Payment was by promissory notes, all
payable within thirty months, with interest at 1/o a month. Hutchinson,
Kohl & Company were given charge of the properties in Alaska, until the

notes were paid.

At the meeting of January 21, l8l}, these "Trustees" resigned: Louis

Sloss (then in \flashington), Lewis Gerstle, Leopold Boscowitz, A. \7as-
sermann, Simon Greenewald, \i(/m. Kohl. The following were elected
"Trustees": John F. Miller (elected president), Hayward Hutchinson,

Louis Sloss, H. P. Haven and R. H. Chapell. President Miller was author-

ized to contract with the United States, for a lease to take seals on St. Paul

and St. George Islands.
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BY COURTESY OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE
(October 9,1940)

Fontuur says: ". . . in 1928 the funds of the natives (on the pribilof

Islands), in custody od the U. S. Commissioner of Fisheries, totaled the

reassuring amount of fi10,942.10.

"During the four decades from 1870 to 1910 the sealskins were shipped

to London for dyeing, then imported back into the United States, paying

a tariff duty.

"Finally Americans learned the art of dyeing sealskins, and most of
the business is now done in this country.

"The fur of the sealskin is gray when obtained, but is dyed in different

colors. One of these colors, bois de carnpecbe, was fancied by Mrs. Herbert
Hoover, who (when "First Lady") seni ten dyed Alaskan sealskins to

Princess Marie Jose of Belgium, on the occasion of her marriage to Prince

Umberto of ltaly."

,<*{.

Under the title: The Seal and the Treasury Department, FonruNs in
November, 1930; says: "Eighty per cent of all the fur seals in the world,

frolic on the Pribilof Islands.

"S(hat mattered to the U. S. Treasury was that in the forty years follow-
ing purchase of Alaska for $1,2oo,000, the leasing privilege of killing
seals on these islands returned nearly $9,47),996.

"An interesting point has to do with the beginning of thrift and sav-

ings by the natives in the period when the Alaska Commercial Company

obtained the first lease in 1870, began building houses, a school, a hos-

pital, a church; paying the workers in real money and encouraging them

to save some of it."
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LOUIS SLOSS

President 1868-1870
President 1887-1892
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LEON SLOSS

President 1918-1920
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THE LCNDON AGENTS

The firm of C. M. Lampson & Co., London, were intimately associated

with the Alaska commercial company from its inception. The sealskins,

and all other varieties of furs, were shipped to them for sale ai public

auction.

The Alaska Commercial Company made an arrangement with C. M.
Lampson & co. that they would pay 5% interest on all monies borrowed
from them; and Lampson & co. would pay i% interest on all monies left
with them on deposit. As a matter of history Alaska commercial company
borrowed only once; in the first year of existence, and thereafter always

maintained substantial amounts with Lampson & Co.

Despite the many variations of interest rates, Lampson at no time asked

for any change in this arrangement; though it is very probable they had

no need for the money.

The founder of the firm of C. M. Lampson & Co. u,as the London.repre-

sentative of the original John Jacob Astor. He was knighted by eueen
victoria, due to his abiding faith in the practicabitity of the Atlantic cable.

No commercial firm could have a higher standard, or a higher reputa-

tion for honorable dealings than C. M. Lampson & Co. Although they

sold furs at auction, many foreign buyers, who were unable to go to Lon-

don to attend the auctions, appointed Lampson & Co. as purchasing agent

of the same furs they were selling, knowing that both parties would be

honorably treated.

During the many years of the Company's activities in the large quan-

tities of furs sent from Alaska,Mr. Alfred Fraser, a partner of Lampson

in London, and who had offices in New York City was likewise the Com-

pany's representative in that city. Mr. Fraser made many visits to San Fran-

cisco, and was an old and valued friend of all our seniors.
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LEWIS GtrRSTLE
President 1881-1887
President 1892-1902

WILLIAM L. GtrRSTLtr
President 1908-1918
President .rince 1920
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